
High-volume Productivity
AFTER A HURRICANE, ICE STORM, FLOOD OR OTHER DISASTER, fallen trees
and vegetative debris can become a waste-handling nightmare if not
dealt with quickly and efficiently. In an industry where time is money,
resource recovery company owners like Bill Gaston and Tipton �Tip�
Rowland waste neither.

Pioneers in storm debris management and wood resource recov-
ery, Gaston and Rowland often mobilize crews and equipment on
an hour�s notice.

�Having a large fleet of state-of-the-art equipment assures a quick,
complete response,� said Gaston, owner of Wood Resource Recovery
(WRR),Gainesville,Fla.�This work requires a constant investment in
equipment � aerial bucket trucks, tub grinders, loaders, and,above all,
grapple trucks.We have six knucklebooms and two more on the radar
screen.Technology is driving every-
thing; this is the next generation of
technology. Some would say these
units are too expensive (approx.
$150,000 apiece),but we can�t afford
not to have them.�

Enhanced Capacity in Disaster
Recovery

Gaston went on to explain how
important these high-volume units
are, especially in storm recovery
work.�With just one grapple truck,
a single operator can load multiple
trucks at the end of the day.Add pup
trailers and you double capacity.Plus,
I can depreciate new trucks over five
years and run them for 10 or more
years without any trouble, so asset
management becomes a tool just
like the truck itself.�

WRR started growing its
knuckleboom fleet once it started
doing emergency contract work.

WRR would move into a community after a storm and set up a car-
avan of knuckleboom trucks on a piece of property to which all tree
and yard debris would be hauled.WRR soon discovered cost effective
ways to dispose of huge quantities of organic material � grinding it
up and converting it into a variety of manufactured items, including
landscape products, compost blankets, biomass fuel, charcoal products,
colored mulch, and topsoil.

Rowland,owner/president of T.F.R.Enterprises, Inc.,Austin,Texas,
adds new pieces of equipment to his massive fleet every three to four
months.He�s ordered 15 custom-built grapple trucks in the past three
years alone.The units, from V&H, Inc., Marshfield,Wis., each come
equipped with a loader, large brush grapple,52-yard dumping box and
steerable lift axle.�On one job, after an ice storm in North Carolina,
our fleet loaded, hauled and disposed of 225,000 cubic yards of debris
and hazardous trees that covered 575 miles of city streets.�

Today,T.F.R.handles nearly $20 million per year in disaster cleanup,
which accounts for only about 10 percent of its equipment usage time.
With personnel and equipment operating in four states,plus committed
relationships with several subcontractors,T.F.R. can dispatch recovery
teams nearly anywhere in the United States.When not chasing storms,
its fleet is used for contract hauling, land clearing and vegetative mainte-
nance contracts.This day-to-day use of grapple trucks is proving profitable.

Heavy-Duty Grapple Trucks Lighten
Workload, Lift Profits
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“The Driving Force in Heavy Trucks and Equipment”
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